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La Cage Aux Folles – The Broadway Musical





Book by Harvey Fierstein		Music & Lyrics by Jerry Hermann


Based on the play by Jean Poiret





Deirdre Velcro





	A luvvie  writes ……





Greetings to you, my dearest brothers and sisters: artists, players and noble souls that you are. Yes, indeed oh all ye most perspicacious of confreres I do salute thee in a manner in which, I humbly venture to suggest is not in the common vernacular as employed by this thy most humble servant. Oh, sorry, I already said ‘humble’. What about ‘thy most loyal and devoted servant’, that works. Or is it ‘loyalest’? No, I’m thinking of loyalist and that’s not at all what I mean, yuck that word’s almost sort of political or something, isn’t it? . 





Any way, yon gist of what I amst a-getting at, is that I stand before you today a changed, nay transformed, nay metamorphosed person. ‘How’s that, most darling, wonderful, sweet talented Deirdre?’ I hear you ask. ‘Why,’ I reply ‘Naturally, by the power of theatre.’





Ah, yes, oh my most precious of bodkinses, how could one fail to be overcome, indeed touched to ones very soul, by that amazing production we have just seen of Man of La Mancha. Truly, my sweets if such a glorious production of such an amazing, inspiring story could not cause one to vow to forswear  one’s humdrum life and undertake to live a new life of gentility, nobility, charity, probity, serendipity and other things ending in –ity then I don’t know what could. 





Now, I know what you’re thinking. When it comes to your very own Deirdre embarking on a life of gentility etc. how would you be able to tell the difference? Well, tricky, I know but I did go out and buy myself several long floaty-type dresses, which I reckon should do the trick, and I even bought myself a veil although I’m not sure I got hold of the right end of the lance with that one. And any way, I don’t like wearing it because it makes it hard to swig my G & T. But it is of no consequence…what matters an inappropriate veil to a lady errant? And you must admit, I certainly am exceptionally errant.





I have to say if there was one part of the show that was really the source of real inspiration it was that marvellous song about dreams and whatnot. How did it go again? Now, you will have to forgive me, being somewhat advancing in years I don’t quite have it committed to memory, yet, but as far as I remember it was something like,





To dream …the impossible dream,


To wield …an unfeasible hoe,


To bare …all one’s pink bits in public,


To sun …where sun norm’ly don’t go.





Ah, darlings, just thinking about it … it just brings me out in goose pimples. Well, I think it’s goose pimples, it could be my old, you know, problem again. But whatever, darlings, after this, there’s no looking back. Off to new adventures. Sancho, fetch my drawers! 





And just remember, you were wonderful darlings.








Pirate Productions asbl





Pam’s Back!


Actually it was her front. Pam Carlisle has returned home now, is well on her way to recovery, and wishes to Thank You all for your support! Pam also sent her regrets for having missed Man of La Mancha…and perhaps we’ll let her off, just this once…as this is the first Pirates show since 1981 that she has neither seen nor been in!


She’ll try to make the Singalong this Friday, and is currently working on being back in great voice for her upcoming concert with Cantique. Ed: I have just returned from the Advent service; she is definitely going to make it. Welcome back & break a leg!





Christmas Tree Singers


The Christmas Tree Singers (featuring various Pirates) invite 


you to hear a fine selection of traditional Christmas Carols!





Saturday 10 December at 6 PM on Place d’Armes


Monday 19 December at 8 PM in Bofferdange Church





December  2005








Come join the Christmas Singalong + Pot Luck Dinner


After a long week at work - including Cage auditions - why not join us for the last Social event of the year? The singalong is a purely fun event, with participants bringing along some food to share. There is really no obligation to sing, only to have a good time! 


If you absolutely must insist on singing…then please take along some copies of songs, you never know who’ll join in…even if they’re not in English. Pirates come from all over the known galaxy, so bring your native holiday tunes & snacks!				         Gasperich, Friday 9 December, 8 PM








Game of the Month


Sudoku again, a bit trickier this time. Enter digits from 1 to 9 into the blank spaces. Every row must contain one of each digit. So must every column, as must every 3x3 square. 





Last month:





Charity Donations


We have found a local charity for one of our €1,000 donations: “Een Haerz fir Kriibskrank kanner” is a support group for cancer-stricken children and their families. Some of their activities: maintaining a flat where children can recover & play between treatments; horse-riding; hot-air balloon rides; trips to Euro-Disney; cinema & theatre outings, and many other things. Have a look at � HYPERLINK "http://www.kriibskrankkanner.lu" ��www.kriibskrankkanner.lu� for more details.


Remember, we still have another €1,000 to go; you can still send in suggestions to our Social Secretaries.





Membership Form


This form should be completed in the case of new members or in order to amend the details for existing members.


Name :


Address :








Telephone Number (home) :


Telephone Number (work) :


Email Address :


Nationality :


Would you like to receive the Newsletter in electronic format via email?


YES   /   NO 


Do you agree that the above contact details may be included on a contact list, circulated to members on a regular basis?


YES   /   NO


Date and Method of payment for first annual subscription :





Subscriptions are due on an annual basis, payable in September each year. Please see the back page of the Pirates’ Newsletter or the Pirates’ web site (� HYPERLINK "http://www.pirates.lu" ��www.pirates.lu�) for current rates and payment details.


Please return this form in electronic format to the Membership Secretary.





Pirates Committee – 2005/6





	


	Tel. (home)	 Tel. (GSM)	E-Mail


Chair	 


Valerie Scott	2634 0076	021 249 376	� HYPERLINK "mailto:valerie.scott@open.ac.uk" �valerie.scott@open.ac.uk�





Secretary


 Julie Fraser	2643 2089	-	� HYPERLINK "mailto:julie@juliefraser.net" �julie@juliefraser.net�





Treasurer


Pam Carlisle	356 339	021 247 886	� HYPERLINK "mailto:pamela@sarumlux.net" ��pamela@sarumlux.net�





Social Secretaries


Hilary Guerra	481 210	021 274 972	� HYPERLINK "mailto:hag@pt.lu" ��hag@pt.lu�


Athena Teligadas	421 690	021 493 100	� HYPERLINK "mailto:allison@kingsburyms.com" ��� HYPERLINK "mailto:a.teligadas@eib.org" �a.teligadas@eib.org��


			� HYPERLINK "mailto:act415@lu.coditel.net" �act415@lu.coditel.net�


Pirate Relations


Steve Wilkie	359 532	-	� HYPERLINK "mailto:sjwilkie@pt.lu" ��sjwilkie@pt.lu�





Webmaster


Philip Dutton	-	021 526 253	� HYPERLINK "mailto:philip@duttonsonline.co.uk" ��philip@duttonsonline.co.uk�





Backstage Liaisons


Matthew Kahn	-	021 777 296	� HYPERLINK "mailto:dionysian_wazoo@yahoo.com" ��dionysian_wazoo@yahoo.com�


Philip Dutton	-	021 526 253	� HYPERLINK "mailto:philip@duttonsonline.co.uk" ��philip@duttonsonline.co.uk�





Newsletter


Alex Teligadas	-	021 378 509	� HYPERLINK "mailto:alextv@pt.lu" ��alextv@pt.lu�





Subscriptions are due on an annual basis, payable in September. We would therefore like to inform the membership that subscriptions for 2005/2006 are now due.  Fees due for the different categories of membership are as follows:


	Individual:		20 Euro


	Family:		37 Euro


	Overseas:		75 Euro


	Junior/Student:	  6 Euro


The appropriate amount should be paid by virement to the Pirates’ account with Dexia/BIL – account number LU51-0022-1561-0680-0000 – Pirate Productions Asbl, mentioning “Subscription 2005/6”, your name and the category of subscription required, clearly indicating your address so we can verify it on our Membership database.


Please ensure that the Membership Secretary is notified of any change of address or other details (the membership form is to be found in the Newsletter).


Only members who have paid their subscription will receive a Newsletter.


Please note that the cast and crew of all Pirates’ shows must be fully paid-up members, otherwise they will not be covered under Pirate’s personal accident insurance and will therefore not be able to be involved in shows.





Voices International dates & venues:


Fri 9 Dec	8 PM		St. Joseph’s Church	Esch-Alzette


Sat 10 Dec	7.45 PM	Bonnevoie Church	Luxembourg-Bonnevoie


Sun 11 Dec	6 PM		St. Jean’s Church	rue du Munster, Luxembourg-Grund





IT IS DONE!





A sigh of relief that it all went rather well, and a bit sad that it’s over. Thanks to all who made it possible, and to Larry Elliott for his unreachable review!


Right, enough nostalgia: there is plenty going on to kick that post-show torpor. 


Dominique is champing at the bit to get going with La Cage aux Folles, and expects loads of people at auditions this week. There is also a Pirates Singalong this Friday – drag duds optional - at which we’ll sing songs in all our native languages.


Not surprisingly, there are quite a few Christmas concerts coming up, including several Pirates singing with the Christmas Tree Singers and Cantique.


It came as a bit of a shock, after all this time, to receive a missive from that old bag Deirdre. I have never associated her with lexicology, but…well, judge for yourself.


Finally, a note of apology about last month’s huge-sized newsletter: it was all those posters, and I only realized it after the damage was done.





Alex





Pirate Productions will be holding auditions for their next major production to be staged at the Théâtre municipal in Esch-Alzette, end of October 2006.


This is your chance to take part in a big-scale, breathtaking show including showstoppers like " I Am What I Am"," Mascara" and "The Best of Times"!


				


Audition dates: Tuesday 6th and Wednesday 7th December 2005   	





Time: 7 PM, please try to be on time (we ask all auditionees to arrive on time as the organisation of each night will depend on numbers attending; auditionees will first have to fill out some forms, and then wait until their number is called. It is advised to bring a book or some needlework).





Place:  Gasperich Parish Hall, rue de l'église, Luxembourg-Gasperich





Auditions will be held in 3 sections: Acting, Singing & Dancing 


- Acting: short scenes will be handed out to you to memorize, and some improvisations will be asked.


- Singing: please prepare a song of your choice; if you have it, bring the piano score along. Various scores will be at your disposal as well.


- Dancing: a very easy routine will be taught - please bring suitable footwear.





*** All auditionees will have to go through this 3-step programme ***





Casting Breakdown: 





Albin/Zaza	40-50	Male	sings/acts	Star of the Night-Club, Georges’ partner for over 20 years


Georges	40-50	Male	sings/moves/acts	Owner of  "La Cage", Zaza's partner, father of Jean-Michel


Jean-Michel	looks 20	Male	sings/moves/acts	Georges' son raised by Georges & Albin, in love with Anne


Jacob	30-45	Male	sings/moves/acts	Albin & Georges’ Maid or Butler, you never know.…


Anne	looks 20	Female	moves well/acts	Pretty girl friend of Jean-Michel, daughter of the Dindons


Mr Dindon	48-55	Male	moves/sings/acts	Conservative politician, severe husband and father


Mme Dindon	42-50	Female	sings well/acts	Nicer than her husband, quite shy and submissive


Jacqueline		Female	sings well/acts	Mature friend of Georges & Albin, owns a posh restaurant


Renaud		Male	sings/acts	Friend of Georges & Albin


Francis		Male	sings/acts	Stage manager of "La Cage" cabaret


10-12 townspeople	5 male & 5-7 female	Singing, occasional lines 





The Chorus of 12 will mainly sing and dance.





Note: 6 spots have already been reserved for professional drag-queens. 6 further spots will be cast with 3 men & 3 ladies made up as drag-queens...don't say we didn't warn you!





Dominique & Philip invite you to come and join Pirates for one of these two audition nights, and you might have the opportunity to be on stage and have "the best of times"!





A U D I T I O N S !    A U D I T I O N S !   A U D I T I O N S !











Happy Birthday, Dear Alice


Bernard Farrell, one of Ireland's most popular comedy playwrights, wrote this play in 1994. The play uses flash-back scenes to show Alice, the main character, as a young woman in the "old" Ireland, and contrasts them with the absurd chaos of her modern-day birthday parties. Farrell forces us to look at some poignant issues of our modern world: what responsibilities do the young have to their older, but often mentally alert relatives? How easy is it to forget that our elderly relatives still have hearts which burn with passions as real as our own? 


The performers in this play include: Marie Stefansson, Adrian Diffey, Niamh Huggard, Gavan Guilfoyle, Steve Anderson, and Clare McGing. Directed by Tony Kingston and Fran Potasnik.


All profits from the production will be donated to children's charities, including Our Lady's Hospital for Sick Children Crumlin, (Dublin, Ireland) and Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children, England.


For any other questions, call Fran on 790046.





Rejoice, rejoice!





� EMBED Unknown  ���





a celebration of Christmas with music and readings


led by





Cantique


Director: Alan Carlisle





with Fr. Félix Steichen and Rev. Chris Lyon








Schuttrange Parish Church





Wednesday 21 December 2005, 8.00 pm








Entrance free; retiring collection





Coming soon…Wine & Disney!


Yes, we have a Spring 2006 show in the works! It will consist of songs from the Disney cartoons, performed by a cast of various animals…and the odd human as well! Alex Teligadas will direct, and Philip Dutton will direct the musical side, while Valerie Scott will organize things backstage. Wine & Disney will be performed in Gasperich at the end of March 2006.			     More news soon…





Dates for your Diary


	When	Who	What	Where


	6 - 7 Dec	Pirates	Auditions: La Cage aux Folles	Gasperich


	9 Dec	Pirates	Christmas Singalong	Gasperich


	9-11 Dec	Voices International	Sing Noel!	Various - see poster


	10 Dec	Christmas Tree Singers	Christmas Carols	Place d’Armes


	19 Dec	Christmas Tree Singers	Christmas Carols	Bofferdange Church


	21 Dec	Cantique	Christmas Music & Readings	Schuttrange Church


	17 - 19 Jan	Upside Down Productions	Happy Birthday, Dear Alice	Abbaye de Neumunster


	end March	Pirates	Wine & Disney	Gasperich
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