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30 November to 3 December 2005

Abbaye de Newmiinster

Shows nightly at 8:00 p.m.
Saturday matinee at 3:00 p.m.

Adults €18 Students €12
Jor reservations: Call 028 181 767
or e-mail christmascarol lux@gmail.com

















Pirates will donate €2,000 to Charity


We’re still looking for suggestions; if you know of a worthy charity, please contact 


your Social Secretaries Hilary & Athena. Pirates will donate €1,000 each to 2 


organizations, at least one of which should be based in Luxembourg.





Solution to last month’s crossword:





Pirate Productions asbl





A Christmas Carol, by Charles Dickens


NWTC is proud to present one of the English language’s most enduring works of personal transformation.


The hard-hearted miser Scrooge was once an idealistic youth, but as the story starts, he has come to value money and profit above all human relationships and to see Humanity as essentially self-serving.  But in a visionary night of his past, present and possible future, he finds the path to personal redemption lies in the love for his fellow man and in so doing becomes worthy of their own. 


Join us as we present this timeless tale as a Christmas spectacle for all to enjoy in the newly refurbished Abbey de Neumuenster in the Grund.  No venue could better set off the Victorian flavour of the piece.





Auditions will take place on  


Tuesday 6th & Wednesday 7th December 2005


at 7 PM in Gasperich





November  2005





P I R A T E S   T A B L E    Q U I Z





Friday, 11th November 20:00 at Gasperich





Come and have a fun evening with





great prizes for the winners, plus tombola!





Sandwiches and drinks will be available. Quizmaster: Steve Preston.





Tables of 6 people: 30 Euros		Individuals: 6 Euros





Reservations: � HYPERLINK "mailto:tablequiz@sarumlux.net" ��tablequiz@sarumlux.net� or tel. 35 87 78








Wine & Spring Show 2006


A few good, catchy names have been suggested…but it takes more than a name. We do not have 


a show yet. Put on those director caps…it takes time to organize even a small show…start now!





Urgently need props for A Christmas Carol


Stage Manager Pauline Lloyd is still missing the following items for the production:


- a pocket watch


- a tall desk for Scrooge


- a small wooden table for Bob Cratchit


- a fairly tall artificial Christmas tree


If anyone has any of these items and would be willing to lend them to us for the next month, please contact Pauline as soon as possible at � HYPERLINK "http://webmail.pt.lu/services/go.php?url=mailto%3Apjlloyd%40pt.lu" \t "_blank" �pjlloyd@pt.lu�.





Upside Down Productions





ALICE needs props too


Upside Down Productions, in kind collaboration with the Centre Culturel de Neumunster, Abbaye de Neumunster, presents the comedy "Happy Birthday Dear Alice", written by Bernard Farrell, one of Ireland's best comic playwrights. All profits from the play will be donated to children's charities. We are currently in the midst of rehearsals and all the technical and admin stuff that goes along with it. We are having some difficulty locating some essential props, but we’ll get by with a little help from our friends! We need:


a record player circa 1960 or earlier (does not have to work), aka a gramophone 


a small refrigerator (NOT new)


a gas stove (does not have to work; NOT a new model)


a Welsh dresser or something similar for a kitchen


a telephone circa 1963 (does not have to work)


a poster or print of "Bubbles" by the artist Millais


an old small black and white TV  (does not have to work)


a utility press for a kitchen





Please call or email Fran Potasnik (790046)  � HYPERLINK "http://webmail.pt.lu/services/go.php?url=mailto%3Aadrian.diffey%40education.lu" \t "_blank" �adrian.diffey@education.lu� 


if you can help us to locate any of these items.





Pirate Productions announces auditions for:





La Cage aux Folles





directed by Dominique Vitali





October 2006 at Esch Municipal Theater











Membership Form


This form should be completed in the case of new members or in order to amend the details for existing members.


Name :


Address :








Telephone Number (home) :


Telephone Number (work) :


Email Address :


Would you like to receive the Newsletter in electronic format via email?


YES   /   NO 


Do you agree that the above contact details may be included on a contact list, circulated to members on a regular basis?


YES   /   NO


Date and Method of payment for first annual subscription :





Subscriptions are due on an annual basis, payable in September each year. Please see the back page of the Pirates’ Newsletter or the Pirates’ web site (� HYPERLINK "http://www.pirates.lu" ��www.pirates.lu�) for current rates and payment details.


Please return this form in electronic format to the Membership Secretary.





Pirates Committee – 2005/6





	


	Tel. (home)	 Tel. (GSM)	E-Mail


Chair	 


Valerie Scott	2634 0076	021 249 376	� HYPERLINK "mailto:valerie.scott@open.ac.uk" �valerie.scott@open.ac.uk�





Secretary


 Julie Fraser	2643 2089	-	� HYPERLINK "mailto:julie@juliefraser.net" �julie@juliefraser.net�





Treasurer


Pam Carlisle	356 339	021 247 886	� HYPERLINK "mailto:pamela@sarumlux.net" ��pamela@sarumlux.net�





Social Secretaries


Hilary Guerra	481 210	021 274 972	� HYPERLINK "mailto:hag@pt.lu" ��hag@pt.lu�


Athena Teligadas	421 690	021 493 100	� HYPERLINK "mailto:allison@kingsburyms.com" ��� HYPERLINK "mailto:a.teligadas@eib.org" �a.teligadas@eib.org��


			� HYPERLINK "mailto:act415@lu.coditel.net" �act415@lu.coditel.net�


Pirate Relations


Steve Wilkie	359 532	-	� HYPERLINK "mailto:sjwilkie@pt.lu" ��sjwilkie@pt.lu�





Webmaster


Philip Dutton	-	021 526 253	� HYPERLINK "mailto:philip@duttonsonline.co.uk" ��philip@duttonsonline.co.uk�





Backstage Liaisons


Matthew Kahn	-	021 777 296	� HYPERLINK "mailto:dionysian_wazoo@yahoo.com" ��dionysian_wazoo@yahoo.com�


Philip Dutton	-	021 526 253	� HYPERLINK "mailto:philip@duttonsonline.co.uk" ��philip@duttonsonline.co.uk�





Newsletter


Alex Teligadas	-	021 378 509	� HYPERLINK "mailto:alextv@pt.lu" ��alextv@pt.lu�





Subscriptions are due on an annual basis, payable in September. We would therefore like to inform the membership that subscriptions for 2005/2006 are now due.  Fees due for the different categories of membership are as follows:


	Individual:		20 Euro


	Family:		37 Euro


	Overseas:		75 Euro


	Junior/Student:	  6 Euro


The appropriate amount should be paid by virement to the Pirates’ account with Dexia/BIL – account number LU51-0022-1561-0680-0000 – Pirate Productions Asbl, mentioning “Subscription 2005/6”, your name and the category of subscription required, clearly indicating your address so we can verify it on our Membership database.


Please ensure that the Membership Secretary is notified of any change of address or other details (the membership form is to be found in the Newsletter).


Only members who have paid their subscription will receive a Newsletter.


Please note that the cast and crew of all Pirate’s shows must be fully paid-up members, otherwise they will not be covered under Pirate’s personal accident insurance and will therefore not be able to be involved in shows.





Departed Pirate


Longstanding Pirates will be sad to hear news of the death from lung cancer on 2 October of Andy Goudeket. Andy started his Pirates' career helping with set building, painting and general back stage work but was also tempted onto the stage and will be particularly remembered for his portrayal of the Goose in the pantomime "The Mother Goose Show" (1984). He left Luxembourg to return to his native Scotland in 1985.








22 days until Man of La Mancha





Books are down, all lines memorized...songs are ringing out, the harmonies correct...props are in hand, the costumes look great...and the Director is stressed. Habemus Show!





So does New World, a few days later, and then there’s an Upside Down production in January. Just to keep the ball rolling, Pirates will soon hold auditions for La Cage aux Folles. As ever, Dominique will be looking for a few good men in tights. Isn’t that special? 


We also have a quiz next week, and a Christmas singalong in December. 





Inside, you’ll find out all about La Cage aux Folles, FEATS 2006, prop shortages in Luxembourg amateur productions, and the solution to last month’s crossword. This was described by one reader as “an impossible Sudoku from China”, which inspired this month’s puzzle, except that this one is Japanese and possible. 





Alex





�








As a long-running Paris boulevard comedy, later as a highly original classic film, and more recently as one of the decade's biggest Broadway musicals and a major hit in the West End at the Palladium, La Cage aux Folles has millions of fans.


Jerry Herman's music and Harvey Fierstein's book add new dimensions to the story of the homosexual lovers whose twenty years of domestic tranquillity are shattered when a son, fathered during a one-night heterosexual fling, decides to marry the daughter of a bigoted politician.


Georges and his friend Albin, stage name Zaza, run a St Tropez nightclub, La Cage aux Folles, where the stars and the chorus line are mainly men in drag. Georges and his friend have lived happily together for many years. Their apartment is also home to their black 'maid' Jacob. And, as of today, Georges' son Jean-Michel (the result of a casual liaison some twenty years before). Jean-Michel has news. He's engaged to Anne. That's the good news. The bad news is that her father is head of the Tradition, Family and Morality Party, whose sworn aim is to close the local drag clubs. And her parents want to meet their daughter's future in-laws, including his real mother. Jean-Michel has described Georges as a retired diplomat, which could lead to trouble. Jean-Michel has a solution. Albin will absent himself for the visit - and all the furniture will be changed for something less spectacular. When he finds that he's to be marginalised, Albin is deeply hurt.


Has he not brought up Georges' son, man and boy, and been a good mother? He quits the club in a thoroughly justified huff.


Next morning Georges finds Albin on the beach and suggests he dresses up as a macho uncle Al. Why not? Back at the apartment, now transformed into a cell reminiscent of a monastery, Georges receives a telegram. Jean-Michel's mother Sybil isn't coming. What to do? A ring at the door. Anne's parents arrive. Albin flees to his room, emerging as a buxom forty-year-old. Jacob has burned the dinner. A trip to a local restaurant, Chez Jacqueline, belonging to an old friend of Albin and Georges, is quickly arranged. No one has briefed Jacqueline on the situation and she asks Albin for a song. Alas, as Zaza, he completely forgets himself and at the song's climax tears off his wig, revealing his true identity.


Back at the apartment the Dindons make their disapproval known. Their daughter is not persuaded. She's in love with Jean-Michel and will stay with him. The Dindons prepare to leave. Their way is blocked by Jacqueline, who has arrived with the Press! How piquant to have a picture of the most notorious anti homosexual with the most famous St Tropez homosexuals. Georges and Albin have a solution. Anne and their son must be allowed to marry, of course. And the Dindons will be allowed to escape - through La Cage aux Folles next door! And that is what happens, with the Dindons dressed as artistes of the revue, and Mr Dindon as the ugliest drag queen imaginable! So all ends happily - at least for everyone for whom it should.











Game of the Month: Sudoku


This one comes from Japan, and the rules are very simple: enter digits from 1 to 9 into the blank spaces. Every row must contain one of each digit. So must every column, as must every 3x3 square.





Man of La Mancha…in 22 days!


Set in a foreboding dungeon at the height of the Inquisition, "Man of La Mancha" vividly 


imagines the later life of the great Spanish novelist Miguel de Cervantes as he awaits trial.


The musical moves seamlessly between the prison and Cervante's own outsized imagination, 


where his noble idealism finds expression in his greatest literary creation, Don Quixote.


"Man of La Mancha", with a heartfelt score, is a testament to 


the triumph of the human spirit in the face of adversity.








FEATS 2006 ��The Festival of European Anglophone Theatrical Societies, or FEATS (� HYPERLINK "http://webmail.pt.lu/services/go.php?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.feats2006.org" \t "_blank" �www.feats2006.org� or � HYPERLINK "http://webmail.pt.lu/services/go.php?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.feats.org" \t "_blank" �www.feats.org�), will be in Luxembourg June 2-5th, 2006 at the beautiful CAPe Arts Centre �in Ettelbruck! 


FEATS is an annual competition among English-speaking amateur theatrical groups resident in mainland Europe. It's also a chance to see four evenings of first-class entertainment consisting of three one-act plays per evening.


The Festival started 30 years ago, and has since grown to a four-day festival of international renown. When the curtain goes up the actors perform either published plays or original scripts, each lasting up to around 50 minutes; a time limit is imposed. 


The performances take place under the critical eye of an invited adjudicator, who must be a member of the Guild of Drama Adjudicators. At the end of each evening the adjudicator appears center-stage and addresses the various aspects of each of the three performances.


We have seen some breathtaking and moving performances over the years; some have gone on to win other Festivals; some original plays have been published. And it must be remembered that everyone who takes part is doing so "just for fun" and for their love of theatre. All relish the opportunity to take over a professional theatre for 4 days. And we have one of the best stage manager's around - Pirate Chris Wilson is heading the technical team. There are theatre-related activities during the day including workshops, discussion forums, and the now (in)famous Fringe Festival, which provides a platform for the most varied types of entertainment - not to be missed! 


FEATS 2006, which is being organized by our own New World Theatre Club of Luxembourg, will be held at the Centre des Arts Pluriels in Ettelbruck, a huge modern performance centre so that all FEATS activities, including a 450-seat main, can be under one roof.


This will also be the 30th anniversary of the festival, so the local organizing committee is planning to make it an especially memorable occasion for all. 


We would love to have lots of Pirates on our team, so please contact Steve Anderson (chairman of the organizing committee) if you'd like to contribute your time and effort to the cause: � HYPERLINK "http://webmail.pt.lu/services/go.php?url=mailto%3Aanderson.lux%40gmail.lu" \t "_blank" �anderson.lux@gmail.lu�, phone: office 30 63 66 72, GSM 021 24 04 21. Volunteers will be rewarded with special discounts and the chance to assist hundreds of fellow English-speaking theatre aficiandos from all over Europe. Please join in the fun and experience this fabulous festival as our community hosts FEATS 2006! 














Dates for your Diary


	When	Who	What	Where


	11 Nov	Pirates	Table Quiz	Gasperich


	23 - 26 Nov	Pirates	Man of La Mancha	ISL


	26 - 27 Nov	various charities	International Bazaar	LuxExpo Kirchberg


	28 Nov - 3 Dec	NWTC	A Christmas Carol	Abbaye de Neumunster


	6 - 7 Dec	Pirates	Auditions: La Cage aux Folles	Gasperich


	9 Dec	Pirates	Christmas Singalong	Gasperich


	17 - 19 Jan		Happy Birthday Dear Alice	Abbaye de Neumunster










