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A Message from the Chair

I wish you all peace and prosperity for 2007. I hope you all spent a joyful and restorative, festive season and are now ready to attack the New Year with vigour.

Pirates had a busy run up to Christmas, the cast of Cages aux Folles reunited in the middle of December to view the DVD. It was a great to get together and an opportunity to relive the excitements of the show. The camera work and editing of the film is impressive and worth viewing. Sadly the quality of the DVD marred the evening as we were unable to watch the big number, Cages aux Folles, at the end of the first act. Hopefully the problems have now been ironed out and everyone has a good copy as a souvenir of a great show.

Later in the month a group of enthusiastic singers celebrated Christmas with the annual Sing-along. The committee had hoped to see a more international cross section of the Piratical community but perhaps Christmas songs and carols are a particularly English / American thing. Philip, Alan and Liz rattled through an amazing number of carols and Christmas songs. The gusty renderings of old favourites raised the roof of the little hall in Schuttrange where we celebrated, fuelled by a healthy drop of wine and beer and a delicious selection of international nibbles. All left feeling we had certainly welcomed the festive season in style.

December has seen some departures from the committee. Sadly Julie decided she must stand down as secretary for the time being. Her enthusiasm and wealth of ideas  will be sadly missed. We thank her for all her hard work, wish her well and look forward to her return at a future date. Philip’s company has suddenly dispatched him back to England. How thoughtless can you get? He very much wants to stay involved, and promises to return as soon as possible. In the meantime he is continuing to maintain the website. Thank goodness!!  This all leaves the committee a bit depleted, not to mention secretary less!!  See more on this later in newsletter. 

So time to look forward to 2007, Year of Culture !  First Piratical event is Wine and Toons 2nd to 5th May at Gasperich. This will follow the format of previous such evening with songs interspersed with wine tasting and food. What more could you ask for? If you would like to perform pop along to the Odeon café in Eich on January 13th at 2.00 for auditions or contact Alex or Rachel. Audiences will be able to purchase tickets shortly.  There is hope that our major show for Year of Culture will be Call Me Madam in the autumn, but there is still work to be done getting the logistics sorted out. Watch this space! 

Jane 
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As I was saying earlier, due to unforeseen circumstances we would really like a couple more volunteers to join the committee, to share in the gossip and  monthly social evenings.  I know, I know, “I’m really not a committee person”, “I really don’t have the time”, I hear you saying.  Well to be honest none of us are and none of us do.  Those interested in Piratical endeavors are necessarily not Committee Types but in order to provide the opportunities for the thespians among us, are any not?  Someone has to do a certain amount of organizational work and coordination.

Committee meets once a month and it is always a cheerful sociable evening.  I am particularly targeting the cast of Cage aux Folles.  Currently the committee has no representatives of newer or dancing members, both of which make up a very large proportion of the Membership and I believe are important to keep the club vibrant.  With decisions to be made about forthcoming shows, (see above) I feel it is vital the point of view of ALL members is represented.

So PLEASE search your hearts, and agendas to see if you could spare an evening a month to help out.  Or if you think there is someone who would be particularly suited do let us know.  You don’t need Committee skills; you just need to be interested in, and enthusiastic about, the club. 

Yours Very Hopefully and Ever Optimistically

Jane 

Jane










Dear Pirate,


�We are pleased to announce


AUDITIONS


for: Wine & Toons


on: Saturday 13 January at 2.30 PM


at: the Odeon Restaurant (upstairs)


10 r. Munchen-Tesch in Weimershof


�We are looking for both male & female singers, only adults please.  If you have a favourite song, bring the notes along (even if it isn’t a song from a cartoon) otherwise there will be a selection available. Those people who auditioned for this show last year NEED NOT attend.


We’ll also need a few volunteers who will be in charge of the wine, help out backstage, front of house etc. Please let us know if you’re willing to help – you don’t have to come to the audition.


Wine & Toons will take place from 2-5 May 2007 in Gasperich. It will be the third spring show to follow our popular format of wine-tasting with entertainment.


If you have any questions, or cannot make this audition date, please contact Alex at 710 725 318 (day) or 621 37 85 09 (evening) or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:alextv@pt.lu" ��alextv@pt.lu�.





�
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Well a couple of you anyway!





Ooops, every one stops reading !  


PLEASE 


don’t skip to the next article !!!





January 2007

















�


All good wishes to you for an enjoyable and exciting 2007, Year of Culture in the Grande Région!





The New World Theatre Club DREAM 2007 Subcommittee invites you to two important events on 21 January 2007 in the Château de Bettembourg, to mark the start of the DREAM 2007 project:





10.00 – 12.30		Official opening of the workshop programme


Anyone interested in following any of the 4 adult workshops (acting, dance, song, gymnastic) is warmly invited to come to this “kick-off” session, to meet the workshop leaders and for a taster of what is in store.�


It will be possible to register for the workshops at this time. Light refreshments will be available.





17.00 – 18.30	Short concert by the song workshop participants*, followed by a reception.





Both events are free and your support would be much appreciated. To help us with the catering, kindly let us know if you plan to attend either or both events (see overleaf for contact details).





As a reminder, the DREAM 2007 project aims to allow anyone in the Grande Région the chance to learn new or practise performing skills through the workshops, which will be held in different venues across Luxembourg from January to April. Those attending the workshops – including the related but separate youth acting workshop - will show what they have learnt over the 10 weeks at a Workshop Show at the Centre Culturel at Sandweiler on 20 & 21 April. 





Membership of the workshops is in effect an audition for the culmination of the project, which is a multi-lingual production of Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” in Tétange in July 2007. Open auditions for this production will only be held for parts that cannot be filled by workshop members. 





Fees: To encourage as many people as possible to “DREAM” with us in 2007, there is only a nominal fee to take part in the workshops which automatically includes membership of NWTC for 2007-2008. So if you sign up for one or more workshops, you do not have to pay individual membership fees for 2007-2008 as well. 





Further details are overleaf. Please note that the song workshop – for organisational reasons – kicks off one day earlier i.e. on Saturday 20 January 2007 but continues on throughout the following day. If you have any questions, or would like more information about any aspect of the project, please don’t hesitate to contact any of us, or Tony Kingston the Project Coordinator. Our contact details are overleaf.





Hope to see you on the 21st at the workshop session, the concert, or both!





Chris Albrecht			Barbara Hall			June Lowery





�			�			�





Ce projet est réalisé dans le cadre de Luxembourg et Grande Région, Capitale européenne de la Culture 2007, sous le Haut


Patronage de leurs Altesses Royales le Grand Duc et la Grande Duchesse








How to register





In person – at the kick-off session at 10.00 on 21 January at Château de Bettembourg


or register by downloading the form at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nwtc.lu/dream2007.htm" ��http://www.nwtc.lu/dream2007.htm� and send it to � HYPERLINK "mailto:dream2007@internet.lu" ��dream2007@internet.lu� 





For more information please contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:dream2007@internet.lu" ��dream2007@internet.lu� or call Tony Kingston on 26 37 40 64





Who is involved and how to contact them





DREAM2007 subcommittee members:





Chris Albrecht					� HYPERLINK "mailto:dream2007@internet.lu" ��dream2007@internet.lu�


Barbara Hall					� HYPERLINK "mailto:Barbara.hall@internet.lu" ��Barbara.hall@internet.lu� 


June Lowery					Tel/fax 26.37.40.64





Workshop leaders: 


Tony Kingston 					Director & acting 


Christine Probst & Christine Mitchell 		Acting (youth) 


Bob Braun 					Gymnastics


Caroline Cooper				Dance


Julia Pruy					Song





Original music by Luxembourg composer Pascal Schumacher.





Letzebuergesch translation by Jean Schmidt.





FEES


20 € for any one workshop, 30 € for >1 (15 € or 20 € respectively for under 16s). This includes one year’s membership of NWTC (for 2007-2008).








Where and when are the workshops? (info to be confirmed and to be updated at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nwtc.lu/dream2007.htm" ��http://www.nwtc.lu/dream2007.htm�)





Acting (Adult)	       		Tony Kingston


Who	anyone aged 16+, reasonably fluent in English, German, or Letzebuergesch


Where 				Wasserbillig Kulturzentrum �                     			(opposite the railway station)


When		          		Tuesday, 19.30-21.00	


Working language		English and German


					


Acting (Youth)	   		Christine Probst & Christine Mitchell


Who			    	anyone aged 9-16, reasonably fluent in English


Where & When	        		to be confirmed


Working language	             	English





Song			          	Julia Pruy


Who		        		no experience required


Where/When              		weekend sessions on: 


20/21 Jan at Bettembourg, 10 Mar 11.00-19.00 (venues to be confirmed), among others


Working language              	French, English, German, Letzebuergesch


				


Gymastic		            	Bob Braun	


Who			   	anyone aged 16-30; reasonably fit


Where                     		Lycée Michel Rodange (Luxembourg-Merl)


When                      		Mondays 19.00- 20-00


Working language       		English, German, French, Letzeburgesch


					


Dance				Caroline Cooper 


Who			            	16+ 


Where				TopSquash Sandweiler


When		        		Wednesday, 18.30-19.30


Working language	           	English, French





Membership Form


This form should be completed in the case of new members or in order to amend the details for existing members.


Name :


Address :








Telephone Number (home) :


Telephone Number (work) :


Email Address :


Nationality :


Would you like to receive the Newsletter in electronic format via email?


YES   /   NO 


Do you agree that the above contact details may be included on a contact list, circulated to members on a regular basis?


YES   /   NO


Date and Method of payment for first annual subscription :





Subscriptions are due on an annual basis, payable in September each year. Please see the back page of the Pirates’ Newsletter or the Pirates’ web site (� HYPERLINK "http://www.pirates.lu" ��www.pirates.lu�) for current rates and payment details.


Please return this form in electronic format to the Membership Secretary.





Pirates Committee – 2006/7





	


	Tel. (home)	 Tel. (GSM)	E-Mail


Chair	 


Jane Philpott	23661085	621 175 280	� HYPERLINK "mailto:chair@pirates.lu" ��chair@pirates.lu�





Secretary


 Position currently vacant





Treasurer


Pam Carlisle	356 339	621 247 886	� HYPERLINK "mailto:pamela@sarumlux.net" ��pamela@sarumlux.net�





Social Secretaries


Hilary Guerra	481 210	621 274 972	� HYPERLINK "mailto:hag@pt.lu" ��hag@pt.lu�


Athena Teligadas	421 690	621 493 100	� HYPERLINK "mailto:allison@kingsburyms.com" ��� HYPERLINK "mailto:a.teligadas@eib.org" �a.teligadas@eib.org��


			� HYPERLINK "mailto:act415@lu.coditel.net" �act415@lu.coditel.net�


Membership Secretary


Steve Wilkie	359 532	-	� HYPERLINK "mailto:membership@pirates.lu" ��membership@pirates.lu�





Webmaster


Philip Dutton	-	621 784 762	� HYPERLINK "mailto:webmaster@pirates.lu" ��webmaster@pirates.lu�





Newsletter


Steve Preston	-	621 378 509	� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@pirates.lu" ��info@pirates.lu�


			� HYPERLINK "mailto:steve_preston@yahoo.com" ��steve_preston@yahoo.com�








Subscriptions are due on an annual basis, payable in September. We would therefore like to inform the membership that subscriptions for 2006/2007 are now due.  Fees due for the different categories of membership are as follows:


	Individual:		25 Euro


	Family:		40 Euro


	Overseas:		75 Euro


	Junior/Student:	10 Euro


The appropriate amount should be paid by virement to the Pirates’ account with Dexia/BIL – account number LU51-0022-1561-0680-0000 – Pirate Productions Asbl, mentioning “Subscription 2006/7”, your name and the category of subscription required, clearly indicating your address so we can verify it on our Membership database.


Please ensure that the Membership Secretary is notified of any change of address or other details (the membership form is to be found in the Newsletter).


Only members who have paid their subscription will receive a Newsletter.


Please note that the cast and crew of all Pirates’ shows must be fully paid-up members, otherwise they will not be covered under Pirate’s personal accident insurance and will therefore not be able to be involved in shows.





Erratum


In last month’s newsletter there was a small item regarding the “La Cage Aux Folles” DVD’s.  The bad news is that Yair (who created the DVD’s) is NOT busy finding a solution.  The good news is that certain Committee members of a musical bent are trying to get hold of the source material so that the DVD can be re-mastered.  Watch this space for news!





You’ll forgive me if I’m not overly verbose this month – as I write this it’s 9am on a Saturday morning and I’ve been up all night installing PCs.  Ah the joys of being self-employed!  Anyway, enough of that and on with the motley.  Enjoy!


Steve


	











URGENT -  La Cage aux Folles Costumes





It is my very sad duty to say that despite several reminders certain  cast members have not yet paid for the costumes they wish to keep.  SHAME !


You know who you are. Pam awaits your money.


Next month we NAME and SHAME !!!














Dates for your Diary


	When	Who	What	Where


	Jan 13th, 2pm	Pirates	Wine & Toons Auditions	Odeon, Eich


	Jan 18th to 20th, 7.30pm	ISL	The Fire Raisers	ISL Auditorium


	Apr 25th to 28th	NWTC	Steel Magnolias	Theatre National


	May 2nd to 5th 	Pirates	Wine and Toons	Gasperich Church Hall


Jul 11th to14th	NWTC	A Midsummer Night’s Dream	Centre Culturel, Tétange













