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October 1% & 13" TRIE Hurt, Dignified Retour de Babel, Dudelar
October 18 Pirates Annual General Meeting Gasperich Parish Hall
November 1#t0 18" NWTC Tissue Theatre du Centaure
December 6 Pirates/Kiwani St Nicholas Centre Pediatrique, CHL
December 18 Pirates Christmas Singalong Choralehaus, Schuttrang

April 23" to 26", 2008  Pirates Old-Time Music Hall Gasperich Parish Hall




David Mittel, this year’s recipient of the Jane Car Award, tells us all about it.....

I've been dithering about how best to encapsulaentealth of experiences and impressions that have
been crammed into one wonderful week at Clairfor@an a way that is both comprehensible and not too
long-winded. If the blow by blow is too much, theor suffering reader can skip to my overall
reflections at the end. The four tutors were Jabiann - directing/acting, Graeme Du Fresne -
singing/acting, Mitch Mitchelson - comedy/actingddoyndi Smith - acting/devising.

Day 1

A beautiful day augured well. Any apprehensionuti®ing confused initially, proved to be misplaced
as explanations were clear and instructions igiele. It bore all the signs of being a well-oiled
machine, but the palpable anticipation in the epensed with any feeling of staleness. The group
consisted of 2/3 repeaters and 1/3 summer schiaphsj so | did not feel alone or more lost thaycare
else.

After lunch the four tutors treated us to a tagtine different THEME projects all having to do Wwithe
overarching theme of war. They would attack (spttng subject from different angles, i.e. comiqgo
etc. Voting followed for the project that peoplene most interested in. This was followed by some
warm-up exercises where we were made to do sihgthstretching our bodies, voices and minds. ,This
incidentally, would be a feature in one form or #@o every morning after breakfast. Then we vdéoed
the SKILLS project. Dinner. Throughout, partialjeat meals, it was fun to meet people of all a(f&s

- 75plus) residing in different countries comingether to play for a week.

Results. Exultation as | was allotted the choldesd plumped for. In my case THEME : acting,
SKILLS : comedy.

After dinner was the first theme workshop. Amortigen exercises we separated into groups and wrote
letters home from the foxholes of WWI and more ne@®nflicts, and read/acted them to the group.
Language gave clues, as to which was which, butitineersal element was the personal nature of the
epistles. An interesting and thought provoking wégxploring the work we would continue later.

Bar.
Day 2

After breakfast and a warm-up wiggle in the sun®KiLLS group proceeded to do three hours of
double takes. While this may sound repetitive lamdng on paper, | can assure you that it was & hioo
surprised me how many ways there are to do ithandthis simple movement can convey different
things depending on the timing.

Mitch’s course was based on Comedia della Artetadian dramatic form of the f4century usually
performed with masks. Elements of this form hakeréd their way into all kinds of dramatic
performance. The course was like learning a néwfseocabulary with which to communicate and was
great fun!

Lunch. The carnivores were upset because the arégyes got prawns, but they would, wouldn’t they?

After lunch we were killed...repeatedly. THEME lookat wars and the art that they have inspired. We
started work on the play “Oh, What a Lovely Walhey shot us ...many times...to make sure. Then we
had dinner.

It was rather a welcome switch to be clowning agaithe comedy course. Learning first to use aadttr
to an audience, we then continued our exploratistazk Comedia characters, adding text and the
promise of masks the next day.




It was beginning to dawn on me that the choicesriatle investigated opposite ends of the spectrum of
this acting lark. This did not displease me ahaleach was an antidote to the other enablingpme t
approach both with fresh eyes and energy despatiotig days.

Baarrr and poetry night. Anyone was welcome toelhad they did.
Day 3

Just when you think you're beginning to get ondbghings, knowing more or less what to expectythe
throw two new elements into the mix. The first WV HSARES/ THEME. Here one class gets to look in
on another’s work in progress. This serves a famp@ses. 1) It allows another taste of what tiherst
are doing and what you are missing out on. 2ptificms whether or not you made the right choices.
3) It gives some of the tutors a well-earned bre&klt whets one’s appetite for returning anotyesar.

5) It permits one to familiarize oneself with thenk of people that you may have met in the bartor a
meals, but may not be in a class with. This iea icebreaker as it provides a shared experientzdk
about which invariably leads questions and comgasimotes on other topics.

As if this were not enough, we were introduced ROBECT 3 in which students who have expressed an
interest in directing can have a go using theileegjues as cannon fodder/ guinea pigs - you get the
picture. The actors are cast by the tutors foh geioject. No one escapes.

All of the above is in addition to the continuatiohthe SKILLS and THEME work, which had been
started on the previous days. Sang WWI songs IBEME.

Baaaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrrr
Day 4

Again something new! We began the day with owt f8WAPS. Our SKILLS group had DIRECTING
while other groups did our COMEDY. This was anotinedepth look at the kinds of things that the
other groups were doing. Then PROJECT 3, whiatumcase was really fun because we had a good
student director who knew what she was after anldahaice gentle way of coaxing things out of the
actors. It was also a great play to work on. TEEHLLS where we learned to tell a story with oaef -
by the way we walked and carried ourselves.

Then surprise, surprise something new! A SPECIEAISSION in which they separated all the men from
the women (another way to bond with those not ®own classes). Each group learned a song with
Graeme and then did some staging and simple ch@elog with Janice. Then each group performed it
for the other group to riotous and well-earned apgé.

THEME in the evening started on staging excermmftwo more plays. Then we collaborated with
another group where we staged and sang a sondéodeim “Oh What a Lovely War”. Reduced
Graeme to tears.

Baaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrrerrereereereerery
Day 5

We began with another SKILLS SWAP. This time wedrout a bit of improvisation with Lindi. We
played several games to help us to think on ourfédlewed by a couple of situations. In the five
reacted to audience suggestions. In the secordewsed with another actor in turns and also intfad
an audience. Great fun!

SKILLS and THEME continued to build on what we rdmhe before. A theatre quiz was planned for the
next slot that on other days was reserved for D¥@wsngs or free time. | opted to skip the quinas
PROJECT 3 SHARE was still to come after dinner.




| very much enjoyed PROJECT 3. The share was raceh® show whomever was interested the work in
progress, that is, if the group were prepared tovsh We had concentrated on a couple of scendsta
was great to have the opportunity to see whethegrworked with an audience. We were pleased when
they did. We then circulated freely, sampling othevork. This was fascinating as the pieces \arie
widely in genre, period and approach.

BBBBBBBBBaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrreerrrrrr
Day 6

Another testimonial to the thoroughness of the pilagn  After four consecutive twelve-hour days, we
were ready for a break. (This in addition to d-daly on Saturday and a full morning on Thursday.)
Thursday afternoon began with a feedback sessid?REDJECT 3, then a picnic and free evening when
most participants went to Luxembourg ville in theslprovided.

Day 7

We still had one remaining SKILLS SWAP to do witha®@me where we learned some singing
techniques and sang a rather complicated song.reehef the day we continued work in THEME and
SKILLS.

BBBBBBBaaaaaaaarrrrrrrr
Day 8

Another full workday culminating in a SHARE of SKUS and THEME showcasing the work in
progress.

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaagaaarrrrrrrrrrrrrrr enlivened by witty
song composed about this year’s experience couotfesiye of the participants.

Long, after all, | hear you sigh. Munsbach is dlAwened machine. It is obvious that the prograas h
been built upon; improved and tweaked over thesyaad that the organizers have listened to feedback
from the participants. It is varied enough to make able to face the long days without becoming
completely exhausted. | liked the introductiomefv challenges throughout the week, which stavéd of
any feelings of complacency or routine and kept@mene’s toes. The tutors (who change every few
years) are sensitive to the rhythms of the daywking when to do the serious work and when to lighte
up. Breaks come at the right times and for thetrityrations- long enough to settle down or enjoy a
peaceful meal, but not so long that one has tapeggain to get going.

The food is satisfactory as is the accommodation.

Were they all a bunch of theatre luvvies with céguand inside jokes to which outsiders were notpri
There was a little of that, but not much and theMlspirit and design of the effort militated agstiit. It
Is true to say, though, that | have been accuséeiofy naive in these matters. | repeatedly heeogple
comment that they felt that others were more kndgéable about this, that or t'other which proves to
me that the opposite was the case and that wealler®re or less in the same boat.

It impressed me deeply that it is possible to aqu@h a great deal in an extremely short time ey
reasonable standard given the right prodding anditons. Finally, IT'S A LAUGH Il Thank you
Pirates.




HURT, DIGNIFIED

A play about refugees and
gows s victims ofigocial exc

n

Directed by Tony Kingston

at Dudelange, GD Luxembourg
Aciérie, route de Thionville
Retour de Babel Factory Site
(Train Gare Usines Dudelange)

Friday 12 October 8 PM
Saturday 13 October 6 PM
Friday 12 October 2 PM (schools )

8 euros / 5 euros students

Tickets by reservation

(Tuesday to Saturdays 11AM - 6PM)
+352 2651751 or at door
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with Christine Probst, Roderldkunnett Mllla Trausch Eluyemi Kolade Larisa EgbTlye Thomas, G|IIe
Wunsch, Jessica Whiteley, Zeina Habet ancuring the art of Nasreddine Bennaser, Nadine Boor, Katie Ro«
Adina Mihai, Kingsley Ogwara and Bosede Arenu aiith the technical support of Claude Dengler andKy
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Gotta Dance!
Do you feel you ‘Gotta Dance!? Wanna have fun and exercise through dance?
Bring your dancing feet to a free Taster Evening for a new dance club ‘Gotta
Dance!’ on Thursday, 11" October at 19:30 at Gasperich Church Hall, rue de

Gasperich in.....guess where.....Gasperich!

You don’t have to be a great dancer, just the willingness to learn and enjoy having
a go — this season we will be doing Irish dancing.

So, if you're over 16 and Gotta Dance!, come along and dance your little socks off
at the Taster Evening and then enjoy a glass of wine at the end as a reward!

For more information call 621 249 376.

We’'ve been approached by the Luxembourg branchwékis (see
www.kiwanis.orgfor more information about who they are and whaiytdo)
for some assistance with their annual St. Nichelasnt.

Basically, we need a small number of volunteersli{pbly no more than 4) to
dress up and accompany St. Nicholas to the Ceerti@ftique to distribute
gifts to the sick children. The intention is tovkaall participants in costume
(some of the more colourful items in the Piratesdn@be will work) and,
potentially, to provide some small amount of em@ii@rhent for the children
(not yet decided what, exactly!)

If you can be available on the evening of Thursgfapecember (probably
from about 5pm to 7.30pm at the latest) and wakkltio participate, please
contact a member of the Committee — first comst ferved!

Just a gentle prod — some of the performers in Wine & Toons have not
yet returned all their costumes. If you still have any Pirates costumes,
could you please bring them along to the AGM on the 15™ October.
Thanks.




"Tissue", written by Louise Page, is an intriguirg, contemporary drama. Directed by Wendy
Dunning-Baker, this play has a total of 23 differat characters, all played by three actors ; Adria

Diffey, Fran Potasnik, and Niamh Huggard. “Tissue" is the story of a woman who is struggling to come to
terms with a crisis in her life, and through her reflections on her life experiences, from the remote as well as the
recent past, she ultimately triumphs over her crisis. The subject of breast cancer is sensitively examined in this
play. We see how this ordeal affects not only the main character, but also many of the people who are closest to

her. There are moments of humour, sadness, love, fear, frustration, and friendship experienced by all of the

characters in this play. Louise Page writes intimate, emotional dramas, whh open up vast areas of
feeling beneath the surface of ordinary lives, tuggg at the heart-strings, and bringing the best out
of everyone caught up in the chaos. Perhaps shebisst known for her play "Golden Girls" which
was commissioned by the Royal Shakespeare Compamyli984. The play will be performed at the
Theatre du Centaure (4 Grand-Rue, Luxembourg) on 1415, 16, 17, 18, and 19 November, 2007, at
8pm. To book, call (00352)35 87 78, or email assue@sarumlux.net

New World Theatre Club @
Adrian Diffey Fran I::t:;:ik Niamh Huggard L J
TISSUE

by Louise Page
directed by Wendy Dunning-Baker

¥ ) One woman's journey
: through breast cancer

Theéatre du Centaure
4 Grand rue
Luxembourg

14-19 November 2007
8 p.m.

Reservations:

Tel: (00352) 35 87 78
Email: tissue@sarumlux.net

Tickets : 15 Euro




Visit to André

When André invited Pirates to visit him in his new home in Austria, it's a reasonable assumption
that having someone turn up within three weeks wasn’t quite what he had in mind. To be fair,
though, it wasn’t my fault. We’d planned to go to Austria this summer anyway, and it was only
when chatting at the bar in Gasperich in April that | realised that the place I'd chosen as it
looked like a good centre for touring — which it is — was the same place they were moving to
(although it was still likely to be in October at that stage).

Saalfelden is a small town at the foot of the Stone Ocean, a range of steep mountains rearing
up just behind it. We were based there for a week exploring the area, and we all met up for an
evening in the middle of it. The family all seem to be settling in happily; there were still the
usual administrative formalities to complete, and unpacking and furnishing to do, but André and
Angela seem not to miss the work at Gasperich too much, though he felt they might start
looking for something part-time once they're established. Meanwhile Natalie was in the middle
of an intensive driving course, and is looking to start university in Salzburg in the spring.

The town has a good range of amenities, and there is a whole range of activities and places to
visit within easy reach. A couple of recommendations:

Hohenwerfen Castle: as seen in “Where Eagles Dare”; the surrounding mountains form a
spectacular backdrop for its falconry display;

Hallstatt is the village that graces a thousand chocolate boxes, clinging to the steep side of a
lake. There’s an ossuary, with rows of lovingly decorated skulls, and a small museum
displaying Nazi and other artefacts picked out of the depths of the lake by the diving club;
Krimml| Waterfalls: a deceptively long climb, but with great views at various points on the
way up;

Salzburg is an hour away, for all you Sound of Mozart fans, and Zell am See and its lake are
just down the road; and of course there are lots of walking or skiing opportunities.

And in the meantime, André said again that they would love to see any Pirates who are ever in
the area.

SW




Just a reminder about the Pirates Annual Generatiktg which will be held at the
Parish Hall in Gasperich on Monday,"Bctober 2007 at 8:00 pm.

In the last newsletter were the draft Agenda, yform (in case you are unable tg
attend the AGM) and a nomination form for new cotb®e members.

We urge members to consider standing for electahé committee for the coming
year, as we consider it vital to have new facesrewdideas. No particular skills or
experience are required, so if you would like toydar bit in the running of the
club, then now is your chance.

Completed proxy forms and committee nominationslmaigiven to any member of
the committee before the start of the AGM.

The Piratical year currently runs from 1 Augustl-J8lly (please note that there wil
be a special motion placed before the membershipeafGM to change this). We
would therefore like to inform the membership thabscriptions for 2007/2008 areg
now due. Fees due for the different categorieserhbership are as follows:

Individual : 25 Euro Family : 40 Euro

Overseas (5 year) : 75 Euro Junior/Student : 10 Eu

Please pay the appropriate amount to Dexia acddufi-0022-1561-0680-0000 -
Pirate Productions asbl, mentioning “Subscriptidd028”, your name and the
category of subscription required — please clemdlycate your address so we can
verify it on our Membership database. Please entwe Membership Secretary is
notified of any change of address or other detalag the amendment form, which
you will find in the Newsletter.

Only fully paid-up members will be eligible to voteat the A.G.M.

We look forward to seeing you on the™d& October!
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Tel. (home) Tel. (GSM) E-Mail
Jane Philpott - - chair@pirates.lu
Athena Teligadas 421 690 621 493 100 a.teligadas@eib.org
Pam Carlisle 356 339 621 247 886 pamela@sarumlux.net
Hilary Guerra 481 210 621 274 972 hag@pt.lu
Steve Wilkie 359 532 - membership@pirates.lu
!ll
Steve Preston - 621 307 567 info@pirates.lu
#
Isabel T 621 228 822 isabelle.thepin@abrc.lu

Philip Dutton - - webmaster@pirates.lu




